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Degrees Conferred
On Class of 1985
"It's been said that the Class of 1985
is conservative. If being conservative means that there is a concern
for self-development, for family,
and for professional advancement,
then let's hear it for conservatism."
With those words and the resulting cheer, Chancellor Melvin A.
Eggers opened Commencement
'85 in the Carrier Dome on the
morning of Sunday, May 12. The
ceremony, which was SU's 131st,
marked the conferral of 5,135
degrees on students from both the
University and SUNY College of
Environmental Science and
Forestry.
Approximately 3,600 degree candidates and 20,000 spectators attended Commencement '85, which
featured speeches by two honorary
degree recipients, Pearl Bailey,
popular entertainer and five-time
author, and Stefan Lorant, the first
major editor of modern photojournalism. The speakers brought similar backgrounds in one respect;
both chose to pursue higher education in their 60s.
"You'll want to go out with your
degree and get yourself a job," said
Bailey, a member of Georgetown
University's Class of 1985. "But if
you walk out of here with a diploma
in your hand, you better walk out
of here with something these professors put in your heads, too. And
retain it, or you're going to be in
trouble."
In his address, Lorant, also a
violinist, photographer, film director, and author, stressed political
awareness and called on the graduates to work toward global unity.
His message of peace and compassion-Lorant is himself a former
Nazi camp prisoner- was received
enthusiastically by the graduates.
Honorary degrees were also conferred during Commencement on
William Fleming, professor emeritus and former chairman of fine
arts at SU; Helen Frankenthaler, a
distinguished artist whose works
have been featured in nearly 50 solo
exhibitions; Alfred Goldstein, SU

Commencement '85 featured the
traditional mix of emotion and
ceremony, and two speakers who
had both pursued higher education in later life. Pearl Bailey
(above) advised graduates to retain more of their education than
just a degree. Editor and author
Stefan Lorant urged the class to
work toward global unity.
trustee and president of Elk Realty
in New York City; and F. Story
Musgrave, an SU alumnus whose
17-year career as an astronaut includes a trip into space aboard the
shuttle Challenger.

The event also featured brief
remarks by Deborah Geigis, a
magazine journalism major and
one of the senior class' 12 University Scholars. The remaining University Scholars were recognized,
as were the two class marshals,
ToddS. BaldwinandMiaHaugen.
Following the speeches, doctoral
degrees were presented on the
Commencement stage. Master's,
bachelor's, and associate degrees,

and certificates of advanced studies
were conferred next, with candidates from each school or college
rising from their seats to be presented by their respective deans.
The College of Law held its annual commencement on May 19 at
the Onondaga County Civic Center. Sol Wachtler, chiefjudge of the
New York Court of Appeals, was
the speaker and received an honorary doctor of laws degree.
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Vincow Selected for
Vice Chancellorship
Gershon Vincow, dean of the College of Arts and Sciences since 1979,
assumed duties as vice chancellor
for academic affairs on July 1. He
succeeds John James Prucha, vice
chancellor since 1972, who decided earlier this year to step down
from the post and return full time
to his geology professorship.
The selection of Vincow, approved by University trustees in
April, was first recommended by a
panel of faculty members and students assigned by Chancellor Melvin A. Eggers to facilitate the
search. Chancellor Eggers, who
concurred with the panel's suggestion, described Vincow as an accomplished scholar who has assumed administrative duties with
rare adeptness.
"Dean Vincow has shown the
kind of creative leadership in the
College of Arts and Sciences-the
central and largest college at the
University- that will benefit the entire institution in his new role," the
Chancellor said. "He is respected
by faculty members, staff, and students. His record of University service and accomplishment tells us he
will be an able, dedicated, and resourceful new member of the central administration."
As vice chancellor, Vincow will
oversee academic affairs in the
University's 14 schools and colleges, along with research and
graduate affairs, admissions and
financial aid, instructional development, information systems and
computing, summer sessions,
Rare, SU Libraries, the SU art
collection, and SU Press.
A specialist in electron spin
resonance spectroscopy, Vincow
earned bachelor's, master's, and
doctoral degrees at Columbia
University and held a number of
scholarly posts before joining the
SU faculty in 1971. He served as
chemistry department chairman
between 1971 and 1977, as vice
president for research and graduate
affairs from 1977 to 1978, and as acting dean from 1978 until his permanent appointment in 1979.
"All my professional life has been
in a university setting, first as
teacher and scientist, and more
recently as academic administrator," Vincow noted. ''After25 years,
I am still fascinated with the possibilities of education and committed
4

Gershon Vincow, previously
dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences, assumed the post of
vice chancellor for academic affairs on July 1.
to its ideals. This new position offers me an opportunity to continue
to learn, to grow, and to serve."
In the College of Arts and
Sciences, the deanship has been
filled on an interim basis by Ronald
R. Cavanagh, associate dean for
student services. Cavanagh, who
joined the faculty in 1967 and
served as religion department
chairman from 1974 until1980, will
hold the deanship during 1985-86.
The search for a permanent dean
will be one of Vincow's initial
priorities as vice chancellor.

"I personally believe that the
focus of most of these discussions
has been too narrow," the Chancellor said. "Divestiture is just one option institutions might consider, and
it provides no means whatsoever for
a concerned individual to make a
statement. . . . I believe the panel
can contribute most to the present
discussion by clarifying individual
as well as institutional responsibility to act internationally on behalf
of human rights."
The University has also created
a scholarship fund for black students from South Africa. Members
of the student Coalition Against
Racism and Apartheid in South
Africa will be soliciting funds for
the scholarship during 1985-86
from faculty members, employees,
and students. The University has
pledged to match those donations
dollar for dollar.

Hendricks Chapel
To Be Rededicated
An extensive, six-year renovation
project for Hendricks Chapel will
be completed later this summer,
and the 55-year-old campus landmark will be rededicated during a
weekend of lectures and ceremonies planned for September.
For the first time since the chapel
opened, no services are being conducted in the main sanctuary this
summer. Following a regular Sunday service on April 14, workmen
began removing the pews in the
sanctuary. Weddings and other services are being held this summer in
Crouse Auditorium.
The pews will be completely reconditioned before being returned
to the chapel. Other work this summer includes refinishing the floors
and stairways , repairing the

SU To Examine
Human Rights
A panel of SU faculty members,
students, and administrators will
convene this fall to consider the
most appropriate and effective
means by which American institutions and individual citizens may
act to promote human rights in
South Africa.
Establishment ofthe panel is one
outcome of increased awareness of
the apartheid issue on campus this
spring. It follows by seven years a
previous, comprehensive examination of the University's investments
in companies conducting business
in South Africa. The previous study
resulted in divestiture of stock in
companies not abiding by the socalled Sullivan Principles for treatment of minority workers.
During the intervening years,
Chancellor Melvin A . Eggers
noted, a number of colleges and
universities have debated the appropriateness and effectiveness of
divestiture as an action against
apartheid.

1he Hendricks Chapel renovation project, with work now under way
in the main sanctuary, will be completed later this summer.
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chapel's stately arched ceilings, and
extending the sanctuary stage. In
previous years, the chapel's external bricks have been cleaned and
repointed, the roof repaired, the
heating system replaced, and offices and lounges created in the
basement level.
Rededication events begin
Thursday, Sept. 19, and continue
through the weekend. A public lecture and tours of the chapel will
precede the formal rededication
ceremony on Sunday.
By the time of that ceremony, approximately $1.4 million will have
been committed to returning Hendricks Chapel to its original architectural integrity. A major
portion of that amount is being contributed by alumni and friends ofthe
University.

D. Kenneth Sargent
Professorship To
Be Established
The SU School of Architecture has
established the D. Kenneth Sargent
Professorship, honoring a former
dean who is among the most influential figures in the school's
history.
The endowment drive began on
March 5, when alumni, faculty
members, and administrators
gathered to fete Sargent. Among
those on hand were alumni Richard
Hayden, of Swanke Hayden Connell Architects in New York City ;
Chester Soling, ofSoling Patent Co.
in White Plains, N.Y.; and Chancellor Emeritus William P. Tolley. Soling, also an SU trustee, is serving
as alumni chairman of the
campaign.
The Sargent Professorship will
provide for the short-term appointment of accomplished, privately
practicing architects as teachers in
the school, supplementing its ongoing visiting professorship program.
This flow of fresh , experienced instructors will assure that the
school's programs remain current
and professionally relevant, according to Werner Seligmann, current dean.
"This will give the School of Architecture a whole new face," he
said, "and will honor a man who
has had an active life as a practicing architect and as an educator.
Dean Sargent has given his energies
to both architecture and the University."

ll1JJJ••

October 18! On that date, the Hildegarde and J. Myer Schine Student Center will be dedicated, providing at
last a campus headquarters for student activities, organizations, and services. The ribbon cutting will kick off
Homecoming Weekend (recently rescheduled from the previous week), and will be led by the families of Mrs.
Schine and Renee Schine Crown, whose $3-million gift made the building campaign possible. Plans call for
the traditional Homecoming parade to end at the center's University Place entrance, where the ceremony will
commence. Completion of the glass pyramid over the building's central atrium has already added a distinctive new element to the campus skyline once dominated by the Hall of Languages.
Sargent was appointed dean in
1958 and held the post until his
retirement in 1970. He played a major role in the establishment of the
School of Architecture as a separate
administrative unit at SU. Sargent
originally joined the faculty in 1930
and held a succession of faculty appointments. HeisalsoanSU graduate, and received the George
Arents Pioneer Medal, SU's highest award to alumni, in 1956.

SU Gets Major
Computer Grant
A major grant agreement between
Syracuse University and Digital
Equipment Corp. will bring to campus new computing resources
valued at approximately $15 million. The grant agreement, signed
in March, will enhance computing
opportunities at SU dramatically,
particularly for students and
various nontraditional users.
"Over the next three years," said
Dana Cartwright 3d, director ofSU
Academic Computing Services
(SUACS), "we'll see nearly five
times as much computing power on
the campus compared with now."
The agreement marks the single

largest corporate grant in SU's
history. It is also "one of the largest
single commitments with an educational institution" in Digital's
history, said Rose Ann Giordano,
vice president of large systems
marketing for the company; SU is
only the fourth academic institution
selected to take part in Digital's
largest educational support
program.
According to Cartwright, the
new equipment, which began to arrive this summer, will expand both
the size and the character of the
computing community at SU. It will
provide easier access for all computer users, and new, specific applications for nontechnical users.
At the heart of the grant agreement will be a cluster of VAX 8600
mainframe computers, providing
approximately 5 billion bytes of
storage, a 50-percent increase in
SUACS storage capacity. Dozens of
new terminals will make this power
available to students, both in the
campus residence halls and in the
University's 14 schools and colleges. The latter will be linked in a
single computing network, unprecedented at SU.
"The number of terminals will at

least double," said Cartwright,
"and may grow by a factor of four."
The software applications contained in the package signal a new
era in University computing, Cartwright said. " In the past, the emphasis was on hardware, with basic
software provided but little beyond
that," he explained. "Now we can
not only install hardware, but also
put into place database software,
report generators, forms management systems, office automation,
and business graphics."
New graphics laboratories and
the Interactive Video Information
System- a learning tool that combines video display with interactive
computing- are also among potential applications resulting from the
Digital grant. Software will also
support research in nuclear magnetic resonance, data processing,
and computer-aided design.
"Through Digital support;' said
Joel Schwartz, the company's vice
president for educational marketing, "Syracuse will obtain tomorrow's technology in a much shorter
time frame than would otherwise be
possible. This will allow Syracuse
to reach a leadership position in integrated campus-wide computing."
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Dancers Raise
Record Amount
The 13th annual SU Muscular Dystrophy Dance Marathon, staged in
late March at Manley Field House,
set new standards both for the
University and the country, with
total gross receipts of$78,107. That
total bettered the previous year's
event by more than $6,000 and
made the marathon the biggest MD
fund-raiser of its kind anywhere.
The three-day marathon, which
included more than 50 hours of
dance time, was organized by the
SU Greek Council. In all, 178
dancers from both on and off cam-

pus and hundreds of supportive
spectators took part.
Participants helped raise money
for the event both through an initial
registration fee and by soliciting
pledges. Alpha Epsilon Phi and
Alpha Epsilon Pi took top honors
for fund-raising, bringing in a combined total of$6,000. Among other
top finishers were some non-SU
teams, including Central City Business Institute and local Liverpool
High School.
Organizers of the marathon are
expected to appear this fall on the
Jerry Lewis Labor Day Telethon to
present the net receipts to the
Muscular Dystrophy Association.

Music School Holds
Baroque Festival
Students and faculty members in
the School of Music joined forces
with musical ensembles from
throughout Syracuse to present a
month-long festival of . baroque
music this spring-a celebration of
the 300th birthdays of Johann
Sebastian Bach, George Frederic
Handel, and Domenico Scarlatti,
and the400th birthday of Heinrich
Schutz.
A highlight of the festival, which
the School of Music sponsored, was
a presentation on April! of the rarely performed B-minor Mass by

Bach. G. Burton Harbison, associate professor of music, conducted
the Syracuse Symphony Orchestra
and Syracuse Oratorio Society. The
latter group includes SU students,
faculty and staff members.
On April 12, Will Headlee, professor of organ, offered another rare
performance: Bach's ClavierUbung lll, oneofthemostdifficult
and complex works composed by
Bach. Headlee is among the few
organists in the world to perform the
piece in its entirety ; it was his third
such performance.
Also offered during the festival
were Bach's complete sonatas for
violin, performed by Howard Boat-

Noteworthy
Honors, accomplishments, and other milestones
Honors and Awards
• Chancellor Melvin A.
Eggers was presented with an
honorary doctor of humane letters
degree from the State University of
New York on April23. He was the
first head of a private institution to
be granted such a degree by SUNY.
• Laurinda Dixon, assistant
professor of fine arts, has accepted
a Woodrow Wilson fellowship for
research in residence at the Smithsonian Institution in January. She
was also offered a Getty postdoctoral fellowship and a Mellon
fellowship.
• Douglas Unger, assistant professor of English and author of
Leaving the Land, has received a
Guggenheim fellowship, allowing
him to travel to Argentina to conduct research for a second novel.
• Terry McConnell, assistant
professor of mathematics, has received a $25,000 research grant
from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation in support of his research on
Brownian movement in microscopic particles.
• Margaret Thompson, assistant professor of history, will use a
Rockefeller fellowship to study the
roles of nuns in 19th-century
society.
• Rita Copeland, assistant professor of English, received a junior
fellowship from the American
Council of Learned Societies and
a summer grant from the National

Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH). Both will support her
research on " Medieval Theories of
Translation."
• Clyde Hardin, professor of
philosophy, was one of only 10 philosophers in the nation to receive an
NEH fellowship. It will support one
year of research on the philosophy
of color perception.
• Stephen Melville, assistant
professor of English, has been offered a Getty fellowship for research in residence at Bryn Mawr
College.
• Kenneth Pennington, professor of history, received a Fulbright Senior Research Fellowship
and a Gerda Henkel Stiftung award,
both to conduct research in
Germany.

Faculty Books
• Technological Transition in
Canhography, by Mark Monmonier, professor of geography, examines the evolution and various
aspects of cartography and statistical surveys and explores the impact
technological advances could have
on the future of these fields.
• Empathy: Development,
Training, and Consequences, by
Arnold Goldstein, professor of
psychology, and Gerald Y.
Michaels, assistant professor of
psychology, examines the development of empathy, discussing how it
can be taught and its importance in
parenting, education, and

psychotherapy.
• KAL Flight ()(Jl: The Hidden
Story, by Oliver Clubb, associate
professor of political science,
analyzes two incidents when airliners flew over Soviet naval bases,
and theorizes that both were on
American intelligence missions.

Appointments
• Jeffrey Katzer, professor of
information studies, has been appointed interim dean of the School
oflnformation Studies, effective July l.
• Cecelia Taylor, professor of
nursing, has been named interim
dean of the College of Nursing, also
effective July 1.
• James J. Pirkl, professor of
industrial design, was appointed
chairman of the design department
in the College of Visual and Performing Arts, effective Jan. 15.

Resignations and
Retirements
• Thetis M. Group, dean of the
College of Nursing since 1975, has
stepped down from that position,
effective July 1, and will continue
as a professor in the college.
• Evelyn H. Daniel, dean of the
School oflnformation Studies since
1981, has assumed the position of
dean of the graduate library school
atthe University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill. At SU, Daniel had
been the co-director of the ERIC
Clearinghouse.

• Fifteen members of the SU
faculty, who collectively have
served the University for more than
400 years, retired during the 198485 academic year. The faculty
members and the year they joined
the faculty are:
Jesse Burkhead, Maxwell Professor of Economics, 1948; Albert
Edrei, distinguished professor of
mathematics, 1952; Sol Gordon,
professor of child and family
studies, 1970; T. William Hall,
professor of religion, 1966; and
Nicholas J. Karateew, associate
professor of foreign languages and
literatures (Slavic), 1960.
Also, Henry Levinstein, professor of physics, 1947; Franklin E.
Morris, professor of music, 1951;
David M. Norton, associate professor of graphics, 1954; Charlotte
M. Raphaelson, associate professor of retailing, 1971; and Karl
M. Schmidt Jr. , professor of
public administration and political
science, 1957.
Also, Nathan Schwartz, professor of electrical and computer
engineering, 1965 ; Stanley J.
Seimer, professor of organization
and management, 1955; RobertJ.
Stacy, professor of foreign
languages and literatures (Slavic),
1967; Sidney Thomas, professor of
fine arts, 1961; and John W.
Trischka, professor of physics,
1948.
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wright, professor emeritus of
music; the complete Brandenburg
Concertos, by the Syracuse University Chamber Orchestra with
Michael Charry, instructor of
music, conducting; and a collection
of various Bach and Handel works
by the SU Wind Ensemble, conducted by Robert Spradling,
associate professor of music.

Scholars Receive
Academic Citations
Five members of the Syracuse
University faculty, all well known
for academic contributions to both
SU and their respective fields, have
received the University's highest
award for scholarly endeavor, the
Chancellor's Citation for Exceptional Academic Achievement.
Chancellor's Citations recognize
outstanding contributions to the life
of the mind in scholarship, research, teaching, and creative
work, and were first awarded during 1978-79. A list of past recipients
reads like a Syracuse Whos Who of
teachers and researchers. Joining
that list this year were:
• Jesse Burkhead, Maxwell
Professor ofEconomics, respected
authority on the economic aspects
of public budgeting and expenditure, and author of Government
Budgeting;
• Charles T. Driscoll Jr.,
associate professor of civil
engineering, whose studies of
aquatic chemistry and acid rain are
currently supported by nine
separate grants;
• Marvin Druger, professor of
biology and science education, a
pioneer in science instruction who
has taught introductory biology to
more than 20,000 students;
• Albert Edrei, distinguished
professor of mathematics, whose
highly technical study ofentire and
meromorphic functions, a subfield
of complex analysis, has earned international acclaim; and
• Ephraim H. Mizruchi, professor of sociology, an authority on
the sociology of alcoholism who
has also studied American success
values, alienation, and anomie.
Also awarded were Chancellor's
Citations for Distinguished Service. The recipients were Arpena S.
Mesrobian, former director of SU
Press; and Gloria Katz, assistantto
the dean ofthe Maxwell School.

Together Again. Roughly a thousand SU alumni were on hand for Reunion '85, May 17-19, including four recipients of the Universitys highest award f or alumni, the George Arents Pioneer Medal (top, from left): architect Richard Hayden, fashion designer Betsey Johnson, sportscaster Dick Stockton, and Senator Alfonse
Ditmato. Reunion '85 featured a new mix of intellectual and social programming, including lectures, campus
tours, and even a well-attended session on current tax laws. Reunion '85, however, was not without its traditions. Food and fun were still a big part of the weekend, and alumni from 1940-80 (above) held a buffalo
roast on the Quad Friday evening.

Building Renamed
To Honor Tolley
William Pearson Tolley, whose
tenureaschancellorofthe University witnessed the construction of
47 campus buildings, will see one
bear his own name this fall. Following extensive renovations to its
lower floor, the Administration
Building will be rededicated to
honor the longest-serving and perhaps most accomplished of all

Syracuse University chancellors.
"Dr. Tolley left an indelible mark
on higher education administration
during his Z7-year tenure," said
Chancellor Melvin A . Eggers, following trustee approval of the
renaming. " He was among the
youngest men of his day to head a
major institution and he brought
Syracuse University into the forefront as a research and graduate
institution.
"This naming of the Administration Building for him is a fitting

response to his outstanding service
and unselfish devotion to the University that owes him so much."
Chancellor Emeritus Tolley began his SU career as a student, completing bachelor's and master's
degrees in 1922 and 1924, respectively. He returned to join the
religion faculty, and began his
chancellorship in 1942, at a time
when the University had only 5,300
undergraduate and 300 graduate
students. Within six years enrollment had more than doubled, and
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William P. Tolley's name will be
placed on the Administration
Building when it is rededicated.

by the time of his retirement in 1969
there were more than 8,000 graduate students on campus.
His administration is noted for
extensive academic development,
the establishment of numerous extension programs, and the creation
of a faculty of international stature.
There were also buildings- erected
at a pace of almost two per yearincluding, among others, Bird Library, Newhouse I, the College of
Law building, the Women's Building, South Campus housing, and
Shaw, Watson, Marion, Flint,
Graham, and Day dormitories.
Dedication of the William Pearson Tolley Administration Building
is being planned for mid-September, on ornear the time of Chancellor Tolley's 85th birthday. A general
invitation has been extended to all
SU alumni and friends.

continued support for the Center for
Hispanic Studies.
A crucial component of the campaign is the Humanities Telefund,
which reached 15,000 of the college's graduates between October
1984 and June of this year. According to Mark Peterson, telefund
director, the alumni pledged approximately $950,000; of that
amount, close to $850,000 represented giving beyond previous
levels, well above the $500,000 goal
fo r that category.
A special part of the Humanities
Telefund was a three-week period
in June during which alumni of the
fine arts department were contacted. Those alumni were given
the opportunity to help complete
funding of the William Fleming
Distinguished Visiting Professorship in the Fine Arts. Those pledges
are being met dollar for dollar by

Humanities Drive
Moves Forward
Expectations that alumni of the
College of Arts and Sciences would
support an endowment campaign
for academic programs directly
were borne out this spring when a
special college telephone drive exceeded its initial target by more than
60 percent.
The telephone campaign was part
of "A Time for the Humanities," a
campaign by the college to raise $4
million for its humanities programs. When complete, the endowment will include $975,000 in
National Endowment for the Humanities matching funds and will
provide for two new permanent professorships, five "junior chairs," a
distinguished visiting professorship, an annual symposium, and

Eric A. and Judith Ann Mower,
both alumni.
According to Peterson, both the
fine arts campaign and the telefund
in general reflect an interest by the

Amelia 11:ln Vleck will receive the
Winifred Seely Myers Love
Faculty Fellowship this fall.

University's supporters in direct
support for academic endeavor.
" We had worried that people may
prefer to give to bricks-and-mortar
projects," Peterson said, "but we
found that is not the case. Alumni
are eager to give to academic programs, especially one as prestigious as this."
Another highlight for the
humanities campaign this spring
was the naming of Amelia Van
Vleck, a postdoctoral scholar of
medieval French literature, to receive the Winifred Seely Myers
Love Faculty Fellowship in Foreign
Languages and Literatures, one of
the junior chairs supported by the
campaign. When Van Vleck comes
to campus this fall to begin three
years of teaching and research, the
Love professorship will have
become the first component of the
campaign to reach fruition.

Newsworthy
Research and scholarship in the news
Young Architects
In March, Elizabeth Fowler,
careers columnist for The New York
Times, called SU in search of an expert. "I know you have an excellent
school of architecture," she said.
"What I really need is someone
who can describe the job prospects
for architects."
Within 45 minutes, she was
speaking with Randall Korman, SU
associate professor of architecture,
about growth in the field of architecture and the job opportunities
it offers.
"Young architects face 'excellent'
employment opportunities for the
next five years, according to Randall Korman, associate professor of
architecture at Syracuse U niversity and head of its graduate program," Fowler wrote in the next
day's Times. The article went on to
quote Korman about the profession's recovery from the 1973-74 oil
price squeeze, the ease ofbeginning
a new firm, and the good starting
salaries of SU graduates.
Within a few weeks the article
was reprinted in the Dallas Morning News, the Detroit Free Press,
the Chicago Tribune, and the
Marco Island Eagle in Florida.

Korman's comments were also
summarized for a "tip" column in
the Miami Review and Daily
Record. The combined circulation
of these six papers is nearly 3
million.

Inside MOVE
Murray Miron, SU professor of
psychology, was quoted in a recent
Newsweek analysis of the siege in
May by Philadelphia police of a
house occupied by the radical group
MOVE; police bombed the headquarters and in the process destroyed a block of neighboring
houses.
In 1978, Miron had studied the
siege of a MOVE house in Philadelphia for the FBI. Explaining that
MOVE's objective was self-destructive confrontation, Miron, a
psycholinguist and international
authority on terrorism, said,
"Society continues to reject
[MOVE] because they act out and
provoke hostility. This reinforces
the isolation they need- there can't
be interaction between society and
the group, or the group will
disintegrate."
The Associated Press also sought
Miron's expertise.
"The police should have been

more responsive to the threat . . .
that they might take others with
them in their overstimulated aggression," Miron told the AP. "Our
side should be extraordinarily
cautious with our use of violence,
lest we teach these people some
lessons that will come back to bite
us. We need to exercise more
restraint."

A Rave Review
For SU Press
SU Press, whose books have earned
their share of critical acclaim
through the years, is now receiving
some praise of its own. The ~st
Coast Review of Books recently
singled out the press for feature
coverage, noting, in addition to individual titles, the press' emphasis
on subject specialties and the overall quality of its productions.
"During its 41 years of existence,
SU Press, though modest in size,
has distinguished itself as a fine
publisher of books on the humanities and social sciences," the article read, "but its specialtiesspecial education, contemporary
Middle East studies, Irish studies,
the Iroquois Indians, and New York
State-have brought it particular
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Wolff Receives
PEN/Faulkner
The 1984 PEN/Faulkner award for
fiction has been given to Tobias
Wolff, associate professor of
English, for his novel The Barracks
Thief
The award, which carries a
$5,000 stipend, is administered by
the Folger Shakespeare Library in
Washington, D.C. , and selected by
Poets, Essayists, and Novelists
(PEN). The PEN/Faulkner is the
only major literary prize selected
by writers; a panel of three creative
writers selected Wolffs book as the
best of 1984.
"This seems to be one prize with
its heart in the literary quality of the
book," Wolff said. That contention
is borne out by the fact that, when it
was published, The Barracks Thief
received little attention from re-

fame. It is the only publisher to be
honored by the New York State
Council on the Arts for its distinguished books on the region. SU
Press has also received numerous
prizes for its quality of production
and for excellence in book design."
Also during recent months, SU
Press publications have been reviewed in The New York Times
Review of Books, the Washington
Post, and the Los Angeles Times,
among others.
The recently-published Selected
Short Stories of Padraic Co/urn
proves the 19th-century Irish
emigre was gifted with "a peasant's
memory" of his homeland and "an
exile's imagination," wrote The
New Yorker in April.
The Smithsonian predicted in
March that readers of Traditional
American Folk Songs from the Anne
and Frank Warner Collection would
'"walk on air' as they browse
through this galaxy of nearly 200
songs" and "find pleasure also in
[the] many casual photographs and
transcripts of conversations with
singers, their families, and
neighbors."
The monthly magazine Warldview hailed Islam and Politics as a
"concise and clearly written
volume" by "one of a handful of
younger American scholars . . .
who have approached the subject
with genuine humility."

Tobias Wolff

viewers and the book-buying public
in general, but was singled out from
among all others by PEN.
The Barracks Thief tells the
story of three young paratroopers,
stationed in Fort Bragg, N.C. , dur-

At the Market
When the producers of ABC's
Good Morning America were
putting together segments for a midMay series on dieting, they decided that one way to demonstrate food
selection is to go right into the
supermarket. And the best person
to put behind the shopping cart,
they decided, was Sarah Short, SU
professor of nutrition.
In the five-minute segment,
Short and co-host Joan London
made their way through a Washington-area supermarket, stopping to
discuss key selections in the dairy,
meat, and vegetable departments.
Among Short's advice: Always
choose skim rather than whole
milk; butter and margarine are
equal in calories, but margarine's
fats are less dangerous; meat is both
a calorie and nutrient "bargain";
and fresh vegetables are better than
frozen or canned only if they are
truly fresh .
Short also picked up some ice
cream and cookies. "We're talking
about a diet for the rest of your life,
not for two weeks," Short said, "so
if once in a while you want to treat
yourself, that's all right. You need
to have a variety of foods."
Short and London then prepared
a day's meals with their purchases,
including fruit and bread for breakfast; salad and bread for lunch; and
meat, potatoes, and a light dessert

ing 1967, awaiting assignment in
Vietnam. Wolff was himself an
Army advisor to a South Vietnamese artillery unit from 1967
until 1968; he drew on those experiences in writing the book, he
said, although it is not
autobiographical.
The Barracks Thief will be part
of a collection of Wolff writings being reprinted in early 1986 by Bantam. In the meantime, Back in the
World, a new collection of short
stories, will be published this fall
by Houghton-Mifflin.
Wolff, who joined the creative
writing faculty in 1980, holds degrees in English literature from Oxford and Stanford universities, and
worked for five years as a Washington Post reporter before returning
to academic life. He has earned
writing fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts and

for dinner. It provides approximately 1,200 calories, about right for a
dieting woman, Short said. "If you
go much lower than that," she said,
"you get to be absolutely starved
and eat everything."

Computer News
The $15-million grant agreement
struck between SU and Digital
Equipment Corp. in March received national media attention.
In its coverage, Computerworld
noted, "Syracuse University and
Digital Equipment Corp. have
signed an agreement to create a
computer network that will link the
University's 14 schools and colleges
and a number of residence halls.
The network will connect computer-aided design laboratories and
computers for general-purpose
processing, along with clusters of
graphics computers."
MIS wrote, " In addition to the
system's intended use in the natural
sciences, computer sciences, and
engineering, it will also be used by
the students, administrators, and
faculty in such areas as the arts and
human services."
Reports of the agreement also appeared in The Chronicle ofHigher
Education, the Dow Jones Newswire, Associated Press, USA Torkzy,
the Boston Globe, and the Boston
Herald.
For more on the Digital grant, see
page 5.

the Guggenheim Foundation, and
is a recipient of the 0. Henry
Award.

University Holds
First Freshman
Preregistration
This fall, approximately half of the
incoming freshmen at SU will
already have class schedules in
hand, thanks to the University's
computerized course sign-up system and a series of new preregistration options for freshmen introduced this year.
In April, more than 500 high
school seniors, taking part in SU's
spring reception days for admitted
students, also exercised the option
of preregistration. New, comprehensive advising programs allowed
the students to fulfill all of their advising and counseling needs in a
single day.
"We found that students were
quite pleased with the organization," said Peter DeBlois, director
of registration and records. "We
were impressed by the thoroughness of the new advising process.
The freshmen seemed to know the
curricula well as a result of peer and
faculty advising sessions."
Following their day-long orientation to University offerings and
their specific major goals, freshmen proceeded with course options
to the computerized registration
center in Steele Hall. As during
regular preregistration sessions for
upperclassmen, most course selections were completed in five to 10
minutes.
As many as 1,000 additional new
students are expected to preregister
during this summer, by methods
devised in the individual SU
schools and colleges. Freshmen
who have not chosen to registec in
either the spring or summer will do
so during the first few days of the
fall semester.
DeBlois noted, though, that preregistration is the preferable option
from the standpoint of both SU and
incoming students. The usual fall
semester start-up period can be significantly streamlined when only
1,000 to 1,500 remain to be registered, he said. More importantly,
students who are beginning to anticipate their college careers may
know well ahead of time their
course direction- a great step forward in the orientation process,
DeBlois concluded.
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